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Housecleaning in East Rutherford: Outside 
visionaries are needed to turn this team around. 


Its a make-or-break 
moment for Giants 
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Giants co-owner John Mara, seen Monday in East Rutherford, finds himself and his franchise at a crossroads. He needs to find 
dynamic new leadership for, to use Mara’s own words, a franchise “spiraling out of control.” Photos by Seth Wenig, Associated Press 


Steve Politi spoliti@njadvancemedia.com 


John Mara has never done this before. At his 
news conference on Monday to explain the fir- 
ing of both his team’s coach, Ben McAdoo, and 
general manager, Jerry Reese, the Giants’ co-owner said he 
has done it before, and while that is technically true, he has 
never made front-office changes the way he needs to make 
them for this franchise now. 

Yes, as Mara pointed out on this historic day for this 
franchise, he has hired a general manager before. But that 
was more like passing a baton from one longtime front- 
office presence to another, a seamless transition from Ernie 
Accorsi to Reese. 

That can’t be what happens this time. The houseclean- 
ing in East Rutherford won’t be a success unless Mara hires 
a pair of leaders with fresh ideas and a different perspec- 
tive instead of falling back on the safe familiarity within his 
organization. 


That won’t be easy for Mara, and it was telling but not the 
least bit surprising that Accorsi was brought in as a consul- 
tant for the GM search. Accorsi has done this for other NFL 
organizations, but he is more intimately familiar with this 


Giants head coach Ben McAdoo, right, and general man- 
ager Jerry Reese after practice this past summer. The Giants 
made a rare in-season housecleaning on Monday, firing the 
two men less than a year after the team made the playoffs for 
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the first time since 2011. 
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U.S. SUPREME COURT 


Christie optimistic after N.J. argues for sports betting 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


New Jersey’s long quest to overturn a fed- 
eral ban on sports betting won support from 
some U.S. Supreme Court justices Monday, 
leaving Gov. Chris Christie, who was a front- 
row observer, and other supporters optimis- 
tic about the state’s chances. 

“T thought the hearing went great,” said 
Christie on the steps in front of the Supreme 
Court building. “This is the fear of every gov- 
ernor, that we’ll be at the mercy of the fed- 
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eral government and that they’ll make us 
pay for it. It’s not right and I believe here that 
it’s very clear that the federal government 
overstepped its bounds.” 

Legalized sports betting would be “the 
lifeblood of Atlantic City and our race- 
tracks,” said state Sen. Raymond Lesniak, 
D-Union, the Legislature’s biggest propo- 
nent of sports betting. 

Given that the underground sports bet- 
ting economy in the United States is esti- 
mated to be worth at least $150 billion a year, 
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other states see an untapped source of rev- 
enue as well. New Jersey is supported in the 
case by at least 18 other states. 

The crux of the argument by New Jer- 
sey’s attorney, veteran litigator Theodore 
Olson, was that the 1992 Professional and 
Amateur Sports Protection Act, designed 
to ban sports betting in 46 states, was an 
unconstitutional attempt by Washington to 
tell the states what to do. 

“This statute attempted to have the 
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U.S. SUPREME COURT 


Trump’s 
travel ban 
allowed by 
high court 


Administration may restrict 
entry to U.S. from 6 Muslim 
nations while cases proceed 


Mark Sherman Associated Press 


The Supreme Court on Monday allowed 
the Trump administration to fully enforce 
a ban on travel to the United States by resi- 
dents of six mostly Muslim countries. 

This is not a final ruling on the travel 
ban: Challenges to the policy are winding 
through the federal courts, and the justices 
themselves ultimately are expected to rule 
on its legality. 

But the action indicates that the high 
court might eventually approve the latest 
version of the ban, announced by President 
Donald Trump in September. Lower courts 
have continued to find problems with the 
policy. 

White House spokesman Hogan Gidley 
said the White House is “not surprised by 
today’s Supreme Court decision permitting 
immediate enforcement of the president’s 
proclamation limiting travel from coun- 
tries presenting heightened risks of terror- 
ism.” 

Opponents of this and previous versions 
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WASHINGTON 


Bill would force 
Jersey to honor 
gun permits 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


House Republicans are bringing up 
their first gun rights bill for a vote since 
the Las Vegas massacre: a measure 
that would compel New Jersey to honor 
concealed-weapons permits for people who 
got them in their home state. 

Debate on the bill, scheduled for this 
week, comes after two mass shootings in 
two months: the killing of more than 50 
people at a Las Vegas concert in October 
and more than two dozen parishioners at a 
Texas church in November. 

The Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act is 
the top legislative priority of the National 
Rifle Association, the gun rights group 
that spent more money to elect President 
Donald Trump and congressional Repub- 
licans last year than any other outside 
organization. 

Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman, who 
helped organize the June 2016 House 
SEE GUNS, 7 


INSIDE 


Protected land reduced 


President Donald Trump on Monday 
reduced the size of two national 
monuments in Utah by nearly 2 million 
acres, the largest reduction of public lands 
protection in U.S. history. Page 5 
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